For Immediate Release







3/12/08

Contacts:  Barbara Trent  919-967-3966 project4@mindspring.com
                 Ruth Eckles  919-620-1521 ruthyeckles@yahoo.com
                 Betsy Mulligan-Dague  406-543-3955  peace@jrpc.org
Academy Award Winning Filmmaker Comes To Missoula

On Wednesday, April 2nd, at 7pm, Oscar-winning filmmaker Barbara Trent will present a benefit screening of the Empowerment Project’s latest documentary Soldier’s Speak Out at the Roxy Theater in Missoula.   There will be a wine and cheese reception starting at 6:30 pm, and a Question and Answer session following the screening.  There is a $10 suggested donation ($5 living lightly) at the door. 

R.S.V.P., Jeanette Rankin Peace Center, 406-543-3955, peace@jrpc.org.

Ms. Trent will also announce the re-release of The Panama Deception, the riveting Academy Award winning film documenting the untold story of the December 1989 U.S. invasion of Panama, the events which led to it, the excessive force used, the enormity of the death and destruction and the devastating aftermath.  A special feature of the film entitled “Panama to Iraq:  The Trajectory of U.S. Militarism” will be screened.  This segment includes interviews with Greg Grandin (Professor of History at New York University), former Panamanian Diplomat Humberto Brown, Phyllis Bennis (Institute for Policy Studies, and the author of Challenging Empire), and former CIA analyst David MacMichael, discuss the eerie parallels between the two invasions. 

On Thursday April 3rd, at 7:30pm, Academy Award-winning filmmaker Barbara Trent will be at the University of Montana, screening her acclaimed documentary COVERUP:  Behind the Iran Contra Affair for the annual Peace & Justice Film Series.  The screening will be at the university’s UC Theater and will be followed by a Q & A Session.  See www.PeaceandJusticeFilms.org for more information.

Ms. Trent’s visit is sponsored by Students for Peace and Justice, Jeanette Rankin Peace Center, Associated Students of the University Montana, the History and English Departments, Environmental Studies Program, Women and Gender Studies Program, Davidson Honors College, the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, and the Empowerment Project.

Soldiers Speak Out is a powerful, first-hand testament to the reality of the military experience, told entirely in the words of American veterans who have been to war and are now opposing it. We hear how they came to join the military, about their experiences in training and in war, and what led to the turning point when they decided they could no longer, in good conscience, participate in the war, or keep silent. 
Soldiers Speak Out sheds light on the growing and courageous anti-war and anti-occupation movement within the military and their families. This half-hour documentary serves as a counter-recruitment and organizing tool for activists, schools, and organizations. It provides a sober view of the war in Iraq and an important counterpoint to the "stay-the-course" rhetoric of the Bush administration.

COVERUP, an award-winning feature-length documentary produced by the Empowerment Project, exposes several of the most disturbing chapters in the history of U.S. covert foreign policy.  It presents a tale of politics, drugs, hostages, weapons, assassinations, covert operations and the ultimate plan to suspend the U.S. Constitution.  COVERUP was the first film to reveal the ‘October Surprise’ hostage deal (the Reagan/Bush campaign deal with Iran to delay the release of the 52 American hostages until after the 1980 election), and is the only film that presents a comprehensive overview of the most important stories suppressed during the Iran Contra hearings.

 Ms. Trent will be available for phone interviews from Monday March 17th through Monday, March 31st, and can be contacted at project4@mindspring.com or by phone at (919) 967-3966.
A seasoned activist and filmmaker, Barbara Trent won an Oscar in 1992 for the documentary, The Panama Deception, and has both directed and produced other films including Waging Peace, Destination Nicaragua, and COVERUP: Behind the Iran Contra Affair. She has publicly exposed criminal activities in the White House, Pentagon, and CIA; and has been the target of at least three FBI counter-intelligence operations. Appointed as an Expert Senior Training Specialist for the VISTA Program under Jimmy Carter, Ms. Trent has been decorated with the Gasper Octavio Hernandez Award by the Journalist’s Union in Panama, and is a recipient of the American Humanist Association’s Arts Award for her “courageous advocacy of progressive ideas.” 

Both COVERUP and Soldiers Speak Out were directed by Barbara Trent and David Kasper, who co-direct the Empowerment Project, based in Chapel Hill, NC.  The Empowerment Project is a media resource center serving hundreds of progressive videographers and filmmakers each year. It produces and distributes its own documentary films and videos, and provides facilities, training and other support for independent producers, artists, activists and organizations working in video and other electronic media. Its purpose is to work towards democratizing access to the media, and to provide the resources necessary to put the power of media in the hands of individuals and organizations working to further important social, political and artistic purposes. For more information, visit www.empowermentproject.org. 

Schedule of Events with Barbara Trent:

Wednesday, April 2nd, Roxy Theater, 718 S. Higgins Avenue, Missoula, MT 59803
6:30  Wine and Cheese Reception 

7pm   Benefit Screening of “Soldiers Speak Out”, followed by Q & A Session

$10 donation ($5 living lightly) requested at the door.

Thursday, April 3rd, University of Montana, UC Theater, 3rd Floor, 32 Campus Drive, Missoula, Montana  59812 
7:30 p.m.  Screening and Q&A of “COVERUP:  Behind the Iran-Contra Affair”, see www.PeaceAndJusticeFilms.org for more information.

